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Stage Fort Park Playground re-built with 
help from  the Gloucester Rotary Club 
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1 Source Coastal Zone Management 
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C.1. Census Information  
 
As of the 2000 census, there were 30,273 people, 12,592 households, and 7,895 families 
residing in the city. The population density was 1,166.0 people per square mile (450.2/km²). 
There were 13,958 housing units at an average density of 537.6/sq mi (207.6/km²). The racial 
makeup and major countries of ancestry are shown in Tables 2-1 and 2-2.  
 

Table 2-1 – Racial Profile of Gloucester. 
 

Racial Group Percent of Population (2000 
Census) 

White 91.99% 
African American 6.61% 

Asian 0.72% 
Native American 0.12% 
Pacific Islander 0.02% 

Other Races 0.50% 
Multi-racial 1.03% 

 
Table 2-2– Ancestral Profile of Gloucester. 

 
Ancestry Percent of Population (2000 

Census) 
Hispanic/Latino 15.48% 

Italian 22.6% 
Irish 16.2% 

English 11.1 
Portugese 8.5% 
American 7.1% 

 
There were 12,592 households out of which 27.6% had children under the age of 18 living 
with them, 48.8% were married couples living together, 10.6% had a female head of 
household with no husband present, and 37.3% were non-families. 30.7% of all households 
were made up of individuals and 11.4% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age 
or older. The average household size was 2.38 and the average family size was 3.00. The age 
profile of Gloucester residents in 2000 is shown in Table 2-3.  

 
Table 2-3 – Age Profile of Gloucester Residents 

 
Age Group Percent of Population (2000 

Census) 
Under Age 18 22.0% 

18 to 24 6.5% 
25 to 44 29.9% 
45 to 64 26.1% 

65 and older 15.6% 
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For every 100 females there were 92.0 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there 
were 88.8 males. 
�
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2 The Southern Essex Region includes the following 19 communities: Beverly, Danvers, Essex, Gloucester, 
Hamilton, Ipswich, Lynn, Lynnfield, Manchester, Marblehead, Middleton, Nahant, Peabody, Rockport, Salem, 
Saugus, Swampscott, Topsfield, and Wenham 
 

Chart 2-1. Trends in Gloucester Employment, 2003 to 2007 
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C.3. Environmental Justice Community  
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D.2. Infrastructure 
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Figure 5 - CATA Bus Routes and MBTA Rail Stops 
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E. REGIONAL OPEN SPACE AND RELATED PLANS 
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E.2. Trustees of Reservations 2017 Strategic Plan 
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Specific Goals of the MetroFuture 
related to Open Space seek to protect:  
 
• the region’s rivers, streams, lakes, 

and ponds by minimizing excess 
stormwater runoff and other 
pollution especially in water supply 
areas. 

 
• the ecological condition of wetlands 

and biodiversity by directing growth 
away from wetlands and floodplain 
areas, resulting in less development 
in or near wetlands. 

 
MetroFuture also seeks to encourage a 
robust network of protected open 
spaces, farms, parks, and greenways 
that will provide wildlife habitat, 
ecological benefits, recreational 
opportunities, and scenic beauty. 
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Figure 10: Essex Scenic Byway 

Seine Field 
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Figure 12: State Bike Plan 

Figure 11 
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 Striations on boulder in Halibut State Park 
(Ratti 2007) 
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For a densely settled city with a large urban core, Gloucester is fortunate to have retained 
extensive natural areas of native vegetation, protected as public lands and by private 
conservation organizations. From an ecological perspective, it is especially fortunate that the 
city’s inventory of relatively undisturbed open spaces contains some extensive, unfragmented 
parcels. The entire core of the Cape Ann peninsula is a roadless wilderness known as 
Dogtown, most of which lies within Gloucester’s boundaries; city watershed land comprises 
over 3500 acres, c.90% in public ownership; the 600+ acre Ravenswood Park is managed by 
the Trustees of Reservations; and smaller but ecologically significant reserves in other parts 
of the city are protected and managed by Mass Audubon and Essex County Greenbelt.   
 
In addition to their extent, these protected areas are notable for their ecological diversity, 
which derives mainly from (1) the area’s varied topography resulting from the advance and 
retreat of the most recent glacial period (110,000-10,000 y.a.) and (2) the fact that the city is 
nearly surrounded by the sea. The character of the plant communities, i.e. their species 
composition, derives mainly from the acidic (e.g. granitic) soils on which they grow. It is 
possible to discern more than thirty distinct natural communities in Gloucester following the 
definitions based on vegetation characteristics in the Classification of the Natural 
Communities of Massachusetts (Swain and Kearsley, Massachusetts Natural Heritage and 
Endangered Species Program, 2000).  
 
The most extensive and/or significant of these communities are as follows:    
 
�D$D�*�����������7 ��������� 
 
Oak-Hemlock-White Pine Forest. This is the most widespread upland forest type in 
Gloucester and indeed throughout much of the Southern New England Coastal Plain and 
Hills Ecoregion of which the city is at the northeastern-most extremity. It consists of tall trees 
with a largely closed canopy and a sparse and patchy shrub layer. Dominent trees (occurring 
in varying densities at different sites include Eastern Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), White 
Pine (Pinus strobus) species of oaks, especially Red Oak (Quercus rubra), Black Birch 
(Betula lenta), Black Cherry (Prunus serotina), and Red Maple (Acer rubrum). Typical 
shrubs are Witch-Hazel (Hamamelis virginiana), Lowbush Blueberry (Vaccinium 
angustifolium) and viburnums. Herbaceous species such as Wintergreen (Gaultheria 
procumbens), Star Flower (Trientalis borealis), and Canada Mayflower (Maianthemum 
canadense) occur where the sun reaches the forest floor.  
  
In some places especially on well drained soils on west- and south-facing slopes, there is a 
transition to something approaching Oak-Hickory Woodland with more White Oaks 
(Quercus alba), Hickory (Carya) species and Sassafras (Sassifras albidum), and associated 
shrubs and forbs. And there are also limited areas near the shore that conform to Swain & 
Kearsley’s Coastal and Maritime Woodlands with their progressively shorter stature, open 
canopies and often dense layer of shrubs and vines. 
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Though Gloucester’s mixed upland forests and woodlands are known to harbor only one 
listed plant species (Dwarf Rattlesnake-plantain – Goodyera repens), the most mature and 
robust examples are home to some of the city’s most localized breeding bird species, e.g. 
Saw-whet Owl, Pileated Woodpecker, Wood and Hermit Thrushes, Black-throated Green 
Warbler and Scarlet Tanager. They are typical sites for Gloucester’s many vernal pools.  
 
Pitch Pine-Oak Communities. Historically the dunes at Good Harbor Beach supported what 
was undoubtedly a Maritime Pitch Pine stand, but the trees had been cut by 1750 (fide 
Garland, 1990). Presently, scattered patches of Pitch Pine (Pinus rigida) occur on granite 
balds, in dunes at Coffins Beach and in the sandier, better-drained areas of Dogtown where 
they occur with Scrub and Dwarf Chinquapin Oaks (Quercus ilicifolia and Q. 
prinoides).These hardly constitute “woodlands” but are nevertheless distinctive elements of 
Gloucester’s plant community. See also under Open/Successional Communities, below. 
 
�D2D�����#���������������������*��

 
These are plant communities that are maintained in a natural open state due to very poor soils 
or environmental stresses such as salt spray and wind OR communities subject to gradual 
succession to more robust formations but often retarded by periodic fires, storm damage or 
other forces. During the agricultural period of the 18th and 19th centuries, much of 
Gloucester’s landscape was cleared for sheep grazing and small farmsteads, resulting in an 
early successional formation dominated by ericaceous shrubs and grasses. Because of 
Gloucester’s exceeding thin and poor acidic soils, this heathland formation (which came to 
be known as Gloucester Moorland) has persisted in some areas even to the present, though it 
is now vanishing due to natural encroachment by taller shrubs. In earlier times these 
heathlands, which are prone to fire, would have been maintained to some degree by lightning 
strikes or by fires deliberately set by Native Americans or, most recently, by sheep grazing. 
Among the dominant “heaths” are the blueberries and huckleberries, well known to many 
Gloucester natives. This is a highly distinctive aspect of Gloucester’s vegetation, and 
consideration should be given to creating an active management regime to restore these 
historic, but dwindling plant communities in certain areas.  
 
Depending on depth, and type of soil, successional communities occur in several forms in 
Gloucester:       
 
Acidic Rocky Summit. So-called “balds,” areas of exposed granite bedrock with small trees, 
shrubs and forbs occurring in scattered patches of thin soil, are frequent at the tops of the 
higher elevations in Gloucester such as Mt. Ann, Thompson’s Mountain and Pole’s Hill 
(Sunset Rock). And similar plant communities are found where areas of granite occur at the 
surface such as in much of Dogtown and East Gloucester. Typical plants of these areas 
include: Pitch pine (Pinus rigida), Scrub Oak (Quercus ilicifolia) Black Huckleberry 
(Gaylussacia baccata), Lowbush Blueberry (Vaccinium angustifolium), Black Chokeberry 
(Aronia melanocarpa), Running Shadbush (Amelanchier stolonifera), Bearberry 
(Arctostaphylos uva-ursi) (very local), Three-toothed Cinqefoil (Sibbaldiopsis [Potentilla] 
tridentate), Cow Wheat (Melampyrum lineare), and Common Hair Grass (Deschampsia 
flexuosa). Species of mosses and lichens are also common on rock and in soil pockets. 
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This community intergrades in places with the Maritime Shrubland Community and the 
Ridgetop Pitch Pine-Scrub Oak Community (see below) 
 
This is the habitat of the State Threatened Hentz’s Redbelly Tiger Beetle (Cicindela 
rufiventris hentzii), though the presence of this species has not been confirmed recently and 
the record is considered Historical. 
 
These areas tend to command spectacular views and because of their openness are attractive 
to young revelers which can lead to trampling of the vegetation. The opposite threat, 
encroachment of the open area by trees, is undoubtedly even greater.   
 
Maritime Shrubland Community. This is the plant community known locally as “Gloucester 
Moorland.” It typically occurs within smelling distance of the sea, but is not usually in the 
salt spray zone except during storms. In Gloucester, it tends to be a patchwork of dense 
shrubs including, Black Huckleberry (Gaylussacia baccata), Lowbush Blueberry (Vaccinium 
angustifolium), Black Chokeberry (Aronia melanocarpa, Running Shadbush (Amelanchier 
stolonifera), Northern Bayberry (Morella [Myrica] pennsylvanica), Catbrier (Smilax 
rotundifolia), and Poison Ivy (Toxicodendron radicans) with scattered taller shrubs or small 
trees, especially Eastern Red Cedar (Juniperus virginiana), Thicket and Smooth Shadbushes 
(Amelanchier canadensis and laevis, Black Cherry (Prunus serotina) and oaks (Quercus), 
spp.  
 
The largest examples of this community are of singular importance to a group of birds known 
as “shrub-scrub species” which depend on this habitat for nesting, namely: Brown Thrasher, 
Prairie Warbler (now possibly extinct on the “island”) Eastern Towhee, and Field Sparrow. It 
also provides dense cover and food important at all seasons for resident, migratory and 
wintering birds. The local butterfly species, Brown Elfin, the caterpillar of which feeds on 
ericaceous shrubs, occurs in this community.   
 
Ridgetop Pitch Pine-Scrub Oak Community. A fire-dependant plant community of only 
marginal occurrence in Gloucester at present, possibly due to fire suppression. It intergrades 
with the Acid Rocky Summit and Maritime Shrubland Communities, but there are a few 
small, discrete stands of ridgetop Pitch Pine in West Gloucester and Dogtown where there is 
exposed granite or very thin acidic soil. Oaks, ericaceous shrubs, hardy forbs and grasses and 
species of lichens are also likely to occur. This community has been little studied in 
Gloucester, so little is known about other species that may be attracted to it. It is of some 
interest that one area of West Gloucester that burned around 1989 is succeeding to Pitch Pine 
Barrens and is the only known locality here at present for the Whip-poor-will, an 
increasingly rare nocturnal bird species once more widespread in Gloucester.  
 
D.4. Maritime Communities 
 
Maritime Rock Cliff Community. This very sparsely vegetated community occurs between 
the Maritime Shrubland Community and the intertidal zone along the extensive area of rocky 
shore that armors most of Gloucester’s coast. Characteristic plants species include species of 
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glasswort (Salicornia, spp.), Common Rush (Juncus effusus), Seaside Plantain (Plantago 
maritima), Poison Ivy (Toxicodendron radicans) and the rare Knotted Pearlwort (Sagina 
nodosa, ssp. nodosa). The community intergrades with the preceding one. 
    
Maritime Beach Strand Community. Another sparsely, but distinctively vegetated 
community that lies between the high tide wrack line and the foot of the dunes along sand 
beaches. Chacteristic native species include: Dune Grass (Ammophila breviligulata), Sea 
Rocket (Cakile edentula), Beach Pea (Lathyrus japonicus), Seabeach Orache (Atriplex 
pentandra), Seabeach Sandwort (Honckenya peploides), Seabeach Saltwort (Salsola kali) 
and Seaside Goldenrod (Solidago sempervirens). In Gloucester this community also contains 
several rare plant species, namely: Sea Lyme-Grass (Leymus mollis ssp. mollis) (State 
Endangered), Shore Sedge (Carex lenticularis) (State Threatened), Seabeach Dock (Rumex 
pallidus) (State Threatened), and American Seablite (Suaeda calceoliformis) (State Special 
Concern). 
 
This community also defines the nesting habitat for two rare birds, the Federally Threatened 
Piping Plover and Least Tern (State Special Concern), both of which have nested in 
Gloucester in recent years (Least and Common Terns at the east end of Cranes only) This 
part of the beach is also an important roosting and feeding area for many species of migratory 
shorebirds (sandpipers and plovers). 
 
Little of this habitat in Gloucester is protected in any meaningful way and all is subject to 
moderate to heavy disturbance by beach goers and dogs as well as wild predators such as 
raccoons, foxes and skunks.    
 
Maritime Dune Community. Dune fields typically rise immediately behind the beach strand 
area (See preceding account) and often form a barrier between the sea and a salt marsh (See 
below). They lie within the salt spray zone with very well-drained (sandy) soils and a very 
distinctive, sparsely distributed plant community. In Gloucester the community’s most 
characteristic plant species include: Pitch Pine (sparse), Northern Bayberry (Morella 
[Myrica] pennsylvanica), Beach Plum (Prunus maritima), Poison Ivy (Toxicodendron 
radicans), Beach Grass (Ammophila breviligulata), Beach Pea (Lathyrus japonica), Beach 
Heather (Hudsonia tomentosa), pinweeds (Lechea, spp.), Sand Jointweed (Polygonella 
articulata), and Seaside Goldenrod (Solidago sempervirens). Though not native and at times 
invasive Saltspray Rose (Rosa rugosa) and Beach Wormwood (Artemesia stelleriana) are 
also common in local dunes. Secondary dunes, inland from the primary dunes, typically 
contain additional plants typical of the Maritime Shrubland Community. In the secondary 
dunes of  Coffin’s and Wingaersheek beaches, the vegetation conforms closely to Swain and 
Kearsley’s Sandplain Heathland Community, though they lack certain characteristic plants 
and the many rare species typical of this community on Cape Cod and the Islands. For 
wetlands within dune systems, see Coastal Interdunal Marsh/Swale, below). 
�
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Wetlands have an important role in both the man-made and natural environments. The 
relationship of these areas to the water cycle and other processes may affect the natural 
system in a way which benefits both man and nature. These benefits or values include: (1) 
flood moderation; (2) wildlife habitat and productivity; (3) visual-cultural values; (4) 
maintenance of water quality; (5) groundwater influences; and (6) providing open space and 
recreation for various public uses such as nature study, canoeing, photography and other 
forms of passive recreation.  

Gloucester is fortunate to have a great diversity of wetland types. From large expanses of 
forested floodplain, miles of shrub-lined inland wetlands border streams, miles of intertidal 
riverine wetlands, vast sweeps of salt marsh and two large dune eco-systems serve as a 
barrier to two coastal shrub swamps. Diversity of wetland types and variations within 
individual wetland areas may result in the occurrence of one, many, or none of these values. 
The actual wetland function and value depends upon location, topography, subsurface 
geology, hydrology, vegetative types and use. A direct or indirect loss or alteration of certain 
wetland areas may subsequently result in the loss or reduction of one or many of these 
benefits and values. Wetlands, especially marshes and other wetland areas associated with 
Gloucester’s varied coastline, are an important visual resource, adding a rich dimension to 
the beauty of Gloucester.  
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Salt Marshes 

The largest salt marsh systems in Gloucester lie in Essex Bay and along the Annisquam 
River and along the Jones River, a tributary from West Gloucester to the Annisquam River. 
A smaller area lies behind Good Harbor Beach, and a few other small areas are found along 
Farm Creek, Walker Creek, Little River and Dolliver Beach. These marshes, primarily 
vegetated with Spartina Alternaflora and Spartina Patens, are valued for their high biological 
productivity.  It is upon these fragile resources that the food chain of marine life begins. 
Much of the fish caught in deep waters is linked to these marshes. Cod, pollock, haddock and 
striped bass are all found in Annisquam River Marshes.  Salt marshes are also rich in birdlife, 
it is common to see blue herons and snowy egrets wading in Gloucester’s many salt marshes. 
Raptors can also be seen scanning the salt marshes for small mammals such as meadow 
voles. 

Dunes  

Crowds flock to Gloucester’s two busiest public beaches, Wingaersheek and Good Harbor to 
enjoy wonderful stretches of sandy shore line. Behind these beaches lie extensive and fragile 
dune systems. These dunes are vegetated by a mixture of American beach grass, dune grass, 
Hudsonia, beach pea and other plants of the open dunes. Unfortunately, only a fraction of 
Gloucester’s dunes are permanently protected. Many beach goers are unaware of the fragility 
and importance of the dune vegetation. Education and enforcement against those who destroy 
dune vegetation needs to be continual. 

North of Wingaersheek Beach lies Coffin’s Beach a long, sandy beach owned by private 
individuals. Beach cottages sit nestled along beach protected from waves by the dunes and 
the fragile dune vegetation that helps hold and perpetuate them. The cottages guests  bring 
foot and illegal ATV traffic that can damage the dunes. Cottage owners often seek permits 
for decks, septic upgrades and remodeling that require careful review by the Conservation 
Commission to ensure the dune systems are protected.  

Only three sand beaches remain either undeveloped or lightly developed. These include part 
of Coffin's Beach, Brace Cove, and Lighthouse Cove, where the private Eastern Point Beach 
Association is maintained.  

Good Harbor, Wingaersheek, Coffin's and Brace Cove Beaches are all designated as barrier 
beaches. A barrier beach is a narrow low lying strip of land generally consisting of coastal 
beaches and coastal dunes which extend nearly parallel to the trend of the coast. It is 
separated from the mainland by a narrow body of fresh, brackish, or saline water or a marsh 
system and may be joined to the mainland at one or both ends.  

Wingarsheek, Good Harbor and Brace Cove beaches are designated as undeveloped coastal 
barrier beaches according to the Department of the Interior and are subject to the Coastal 
Barrier Resources Act. Other barrier beaches within Gloucester include Coffin's beach, Old 
House Cove, a section of Crane's beach, a section of Long beach and sections of beach south 
of Twopenney Loaf.  
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Vegetation as habitat 

Gloucester is fortunate to have a number of areas within its boundaries which provide habitat 
for rare species of flora, provide habitat or serve as migratory or resting areas for various 
types of animal life, or contain a number of specific landform types or locations which are 
unique in their own right.  

There are a number of historically rare and locally uncommon plant species and one reptile 
species which can be found in Gloucester. Among these are several critically endangered 
species such as sea lyme grass, heartleaf twayblade, and sweetbay magnolia. Plants that are 
deemed threatened within Massachusetts include arethusa, seabeach dock and knotted 
pearlwort. In addition the spotted turtle, which is considered a special concern, has 
established a habitat in Gloucester.  

Eastern Point has been known to serve as a resting and gathering area for Monarch butterflies 
prior to their southern migration. Some of Gloucester's marshes and waters also serve as 
resting grounds for various types of migratory water fowl and wintering water birds.  

ACEC 
The Salt Marshes and dune system, bordering on Essex Bay and to the west of Wingaersheek 
Rd and Coffins Beach is part of the Parker River/Essex Bay or Great Marsh Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern (ACEC). The salt marsh grasslands, tidal creeks, and estuaries of 
this Great Marsh make up one of the richest habitats on earth. Its 25,000 acres stretches from 
Gloucester to Newburyport and is the largest salt marsh in New England, contains an 
astonishing diversity of plants and animals. Its marshes and clam flats are among the most 
pristine in the state. The ACEC is a flyover for migrating birds. 
 
 
Eel Grass 
 
Although eel grass beds in Gloucester, like the rest of coastal Massachusetts, have 
historically declined, conservation and replanting have hopefully reversed that trend.  Eel 
grass beds are currently growing off-shore near Stage Fort Park, the Blynman Canal, along 
the coast of Eastern Point, along the shores of Annisquam, Hodgkins Cove, and Plum Cove 
 
Eelgrass is a productive near shore marine habitat that supports diverse floral and faunal 
species, absorbs nutrients, stabilizes sediments, and provides habitat and detrital biomass for 
to a diversity of life. Eelgrass is home to both economically important species, such as 
American lobster and winter flounder, and relatively unknown creatures—chink snails, 
skeleton shrimp, and lumpfish. 
 
 
Vernal Pools 
In addition to Gloucester’s many fragile coastal habitats, the City has 51 vernal pools that 
have been certified with the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program and many yet 
to be certified. Many of these confined basin depressions exist in isolated perched wetlands 



Gloucester Open Space & Recreation Plan 2010-2017                                     3-31-2011 Final 
 

42 

or along the forested floodplain floor. Many of these vernal pools are in Dogtown and 
Ravenswood, two large undeveloped areas of Gloucester.  
 
These ephemeral springtime bodies of water serve as important breeding grounds for wood 
frogs, and several species of mole salamanders. Often situated in a shrub swamp, these pools 
are surrounded by buttonbush, high bush blueberry, sweet pepper bush and swamp azalea. 
The amphibian’s egg masses are frequently attached to the low lying shrubs and fallen tree 
branches. 
 
Invasive Species 
 
Japanese knotweed, non-native Phragmites, Pepperweed, Oriental Bittersweet and Norway 
Maple trees are all invasives that have a strong foothold throughout the developed areas of 
Gloucester. In addition, The Conservation Commission has been working with property 
owners to develop eradication plans that are incorporated in to Orders of Conditions and 
monitored for the subsequent three years. 

 

�
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Good Harbor Beach  
(Good Morning Gloucester Photo)  
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The principal shellfish 
resources within the 
City of Gloucester are 
soft shell (steamer) 
clams mya areanaria, 
razor clams, ensis 
directus, blue mussel 
mytilus edulus, surf 
(or sea) clams spisula 
soldissima, ocean 
quahog artica 
islandica, quahog, 
mercenaria 
mercenaria, amercian 
oyster crassostrea 
virginica, and 
european oyster ostea edulis. 

 

Figure 18 –Clam Beds 
Of Gloucester 
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F5. Cultural and Historic Areas 
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• -���������� *�������.�� ����
*�������.�� 7 /��� ��������,�
Gloucester's most noted landmark is the 
harborside "Man at the Wheel" statue 
(also known as the "Gloucester 
Fisherman's Memorial Cenotaph"), 
dedicated to "They that go down to the 
sea in ships". The memorial sits along 
Stacy Boulevard overlooking 
Gloucester Harbor. Nearby the 
Fishermen’s Wives Statute honors the 
wives and children left ashore. �

�
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�

o �������� ������,� John Hays Hammond, Jr. built his medieval-style castle 
between the years 1926 and 1929 to serve both as his home and as a backdrop 
for his collection of Roman, medieval, and Renaissance artifacts.  In addition, 
the building housed the Hammond Research Corporation, from which Dr. 
Hammond produced over 400 patents and the ideas for over 800 inventions.�
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o 
��A�����A�(�����������,��ome of the first Art Colony in the country; some 
of the colony remains, with art studios and galleries open in the summer, 
attracting residents and tourists.  �

�
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• Historic Fishing and Quarrying Villages:�
�

o Annisquam: Established as a fishing village in 1631, the name is said to derive 
from Ann (as in Cape Ann) and squam, meaning harbor. In the late 19th-
century, it was home to both granite quarrying and an artist colony, At the 
mouth of the Annisquam River on Ipswich Bay is Annisquam Harbor Light, 
perhaps the village's most historic edifice. The lighthouse has been in the 
same spot since 1801, having undergone significant repairs in 1850. (Source 
American Public University)  

 
o Plum Cove: One of many small fishing villages where fish houses, wharves 

and drying racks were built 
 
o Lanesville: This village served as the location where quarried granite blocks 

were hauled by oxen to nearby Lane’s Cove where they were loaded onto 
sailing vessels for delivery by water to major cities in the Northeast.  
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Figure 19 – Stream Restoration Quadrants 

 



Gloucester Open Space & Recreation Plan 2010-2017                                     3-31-2011 Final 
 

55 

Table 4-3:  Priority Stream Restoration Projects 
 
Quad Site# Watershed Location Score % Normalized 

Score 
Q-1 61 Unnamed 175 76 100% 
Q-1 45 Jones/AnnisquamRiver 170 74 97% 
Q-1 7 WalkerCreek 165 72 94% 
Q-2 48 MillRiver 165 72 94% 
Q-1 36 SleepyHollowPond 160 70 91% 
Q-1 65 WalkerCreek 155 67 88% 
Q-3 26 Day'sPond 155 67 88% 
Q-4 23 LittleRiver 155 67 88% 
Q-4 24 LittleRiver 155 67 88% 
Q-4 29 FernwoodLake 155 67 88% 
Q-4 37 BlynmanCanal 155 67 88% 
Q-2 46 MillRiver 150 65 85% 
Q-1 64 AnnisquamRiver 145 63 82% 
Q-2 43 MillRiver 140 61 80% 
Q-3 3 BlynmanCanal 140 61 80% 
Q-3 20 GoodHarborBeach 140 61 80% 
Q-2 42 MillRiver 135 59 77% 
Q-2 64 AlewifeBrook 135 59 77% 
Q-3 14 SaratogaCreek 135 59 77% 
Q-3 11 BlynmanCanal 130 57 74% 
Q-2 59 AnnisquamRiver 125 54 71% 
Q-3 6 EmeraldForest 125 54 71% 
Q-3 46 Day'sPond 125 54 71% 
Q-4 14 Norman'sWoeCreek 125 54 71% 
Q-4 15 Norman'sWoeCreek 125 54 71% 
Q-1 20 WalkerCreek 120 52 68% 
Q-1 54 Unnamed 120 52 68% 
Q-2 44 MillRiver 120 52 68% 
Q-2 47 MillRiverTributary 120 52 68% 
Q-2 45 MillRiver 115 50 65% 
Q-3 43 GoodHarbor 110 48 62% 
Q-3 28 SaratogaCreek 105 46 60% 
 
Source: City of Gloucester Comprehensive River and Stream Habitat Restoration Report, MA Audubon Society, 2003 
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G.5.  Landfills 
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3 The City now sends its solid waste to the RESCO incinerator in Saugus and has a pay-to-throw program that 
has increase recycling rates.  
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